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From : 



SRI NlDADAVOLU VENKATA RAO, M. A., 

(RetcL Professor in Telugu, University of Madras), 

" Lakshmikantd Nilayam'\ 

2-2- 1137/5, 

New Nallakunta, 

Hydernbad-44. 

Date : 9 - 2 - 1972. 



*-f 



To : 



SRI S. R, R\MA MURTHY, I. A. S., 

Secretary for Education, 
Government of Andhra Pradesh, 
Hyderabad. 



Sir, 



I received a complimentary copy entitled " Sitakalyanam " 
published by the Andhra Pradesh Government Oriental Manuscripts 
Library and Research Institute. 

Apart from other things, I was much attracted by the valuable 
foreword to it written by Vangmayamahadhyaksha Dr. V. Gopalakrish- 
aninh the present Joint Director of the Government Oriental Manuscripts 
Library and Research Institute. 

Yakshagana Literature is being worked out by scholars for the 
last four decades, but up till now, no scholar has dealt with the subject 
more deeply than Dr. Gopalakrishnaiah. He has given us through his 
foreword many interesting and original points, relating to the Yakshagana 
and it: development. He has aslo clarified many terms, giving their 
true connotation and elucidated the inseparable connection between 
Sangita and Sahitya. 

I append below some of the new features of the foreword. 

Hitherto scholars believed that Yakshagana Literature flourished 
in the time of Palakuriki Somanada in the 12th century A. D. But 
here the Doctor proved that it existed even from the earliest times, by 
tracing the origin of the words Yaksha and Gana (Music) to Vedas, 
which arc the main sources for our sangita and sahitya the inseparable 
twin arts, 



256 

The Yakshas as a particular class of deities appear in Vedas and 
Puranas. They are also found in Buddhistic Literature. As, they are 
of divine origin, they can change their forms, and had relations with 
Gandharvas, Vidyadharas and Kinnaras, known to us as divine musicians. 
The Yakshas also were musicians as there is a separate Raga in Music 
called Yaksha Priya and through other works on music. 

In this connection, the Doctor, exhibited his varied scholarship 
in Sangita and placed before us his theory, that the intensive aptitude of 
the Yakshas for music-Gana might have been the origin of the word 
Yakshagana. 

He then proves, that Yakshagana is both Divine and human. 
He illsutrates this, by quoting the stories of Kubera and Ravana, who 
belonged to Ramayana times. Kubera is the ruler of Yakshas and he 
is also known as Kinnerasa- the Lord of Kinnaras who are also 
musicians. By the story of Kubera, the human aspect of Yakshagana is 
established. 

Yaksharatri 

Yaksharatri is a pastime observed on Pournami (full moon day) 
from earliest times. But some scholars equated this with the word 
Dipavali. But in all the literature connected with the Dipavali, there is 
no reference to the Yakshas. But from Tantric studies, we can find 
out the real meaning of Yaksharatri. There is a Yakshini (Feminine 
gender) Tulasi, Sakti worshipped on Kartika Pournami day. Even now 
on Kartika Pournami the Tulasi Puja performance will be celebrated 
with its completion. In this time there will be dance and music festivals 
and since, they related to Tulasi Yakshini, the word Yakshagana might 
have been originated. 

Jakkula Pata - Yakshagana 

Jakkula pata is a pure Telugu compound for Sanskrit Yakshagana. 
Sans - Yaksha - Telugu Jakki - Jakkulu. Since Jakkulu is considered 
as a pure Telugu word, scholars opined that originally, there is a class 
hill tribes known as Jakkulu, who developed a particular kind of dance 
and music and the word Yakshagana is a Sanskrit ized form brought into 
vogue by scholars. 

Dr. Gopalakrishnaiah proved that this derivation, though 
linguistically correct, does not connote the origin of a paritcular tribe. 
The word Jakkulu is a desi word relating to 'Jakkini * a kind of dance 
and the particular class of maidens who practiced this Jakkini Dance 
came to be known as Jakkulu. They usually dedicated their lives to 
the service of God in temples. We can know from late V. Prabhakara 
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Sastry, Kameshwari Katha that there are Jakkula Kannelu (Jakkula 
maidens). Jakkula pata therefore only relate to the particular kind of 
music sung at the time of the performance of the Jakkini dance. It 
cannot therefore be equated with entire Yakshagaaa, which consists of 
various kinds of music in Ragas and Talas. 

Kuravanji - Yakshagana 

Kuravanji is a kind of Desi dance in Tamilnadu. Late Veturi 
derived the word Kuravanji from the kind of dance performed by 
Kuruvas, a hill tribs in the Telugu country. Kurava angi Kuravas 
anji means foot. In Telugu we find like Yakshaganas, Kuravanjis also. 
They are styled as " Yerukula Kuravanji " - these are generally performed 
by " Yerukulu " a class of hill tribes. This 'particular kind of Yerukula 
Kuravanji is also described as Yadukula Kuravanji - dance that relates 
to Yadukula or Yadavakula, who are not at all hill tribes. No doubt 
there are hill tribes, like Yerukavandru, and Yanadivandru but it cannot 
be stated that Kuravanji or Yakshigana relates to a particular 
kind of tribe and that they are a tribal origin. 

Moreover, in Sangita, there is a Raga known as "Kuranji Raga " 
Here Dr. Gopalakrishnaiah places before us his subtle knowledge of 
Musical Science by giving the Arohana and Avarohana and also of 
Talas. He rightly connect ' ' Kurucha Jampe Tala " with 'Kuranji Raga* 
Karavanji might have been a varient of Kuranji Raga (From this part 
of the foreword, it can be surmised that Dr. Gopalakrishnaiah has given 
the names of Ragas and Talas to the padas in the present Yakshagana 
as they will not bs generally indicated in the original). 

Marga - Desi 

The two terms Marga and Desi (Classical and Indigenous) first 
originated from sangita. The Marga sangita i.e. Sangita is that 
which is enunciated by Bharatha, and Desi Sangita is the style which is 
in vogue in various regions or localities. The two terms later on 
were applied to Sahitya or Literature. In Telugu the literary types that 
evolved on the basis of Mahakavyas, in Sanskrit with Sanskrit metres is 
named as Marga Kavita, while the Dwipada, Geya, Udaharana and 
Yakshagana, with Desi or indigenous metres is called Desi Kavita. The 
Sanskrit metres are also known as Askhara Chandassulu, and the Desi 
as Matrachandassulu. 

Hence, the Doctor acquaints us with his mastery over the Science 
of Prosody and proves, that there i$ no difference in Prosody, as Marga 
and Dc'ji - by stating that the countless Sama, Artha and Vishama vrittas, 
can be deduced from Sanskrit. Prosody, and all the Vrittas which we are 
particularly indicating as Telugu metres are of Marga origin and since 



258 

there is no Marga or Desi distinction in Prosody in Sanskrit the poetry 
also cannot be distinguished in such a manner. 

He also proves, that Desi is but a variation of Marga, by taking 
into the consideration, a number of Marga ragas name Desi and Desi 
ragas as Marga. One notable point is, that there is " Marga Desi Raga " 
in Sangita, and this established beyond doubt that, Desi has no separate 
existence but is a varient of Marga in its evolution. The Desi rachana in 
Telugu may be defined as the author's skill in moulding the prosody 
and language according to the genious of the Telugu language on 
Sanskrit and ' Desi models * as Telugu and Sanksrit are inseparable. 

Sanskrit Yakshaganas 

In this Dr. Gopalakrishnaiah proves, that the first Kavya in the 
Sanskrit Literature Valmiki Ramayana, is a Yakshagana Kavya as 
Valmiki himself States that his Ramayana is actually sung by Kusalavas 
before Rama and his audience. He states that we cannot say that the 
whole of Ramayana is sung by Kusalavas, in one particular Raga or 
Tala. They must have sung, that Kavya in Consonance with various 
ragas, and Bhavas, according to the situations in the story and must 
have ciptivated the heart of Rama and others by their mellifluous music. 
He also explained further that Ramayana is not only a Sahitya work, 
but also a Sangitha work, embodying the principles of Gandharva 
Sangitha. 

* 

This is a point well worth consideration. We are studying 
Ramayana purely from literary aspsct, and this foreword brings to our 
minds the fact that it has to be studied from a musical view point. 

The famous Gita Govinda and its imitations like Gita Girisa also 
written in Sanskrit,contains Desi compositions like Dhavalam, Bhramaram 
and Mangalam, and hence they can also be styled as Yakshaganas. 

Telugu Yakshaganas 

The Telugu Yakshagana is in vogue from the last one thousand 
years and we can deduce from Panditaradhya Charitra of Somanatha, 
that there were performance of Yakshaganas just like Dramas, with 
Characters, costumes and music. The Telugu stage was in existence 
even at time, as known from the quotations given in this work shadow 
plays, Mono actions were performed on the stage and all the Sivalilas 
are performed through these performances. 

As the language used in the Yakshaganas is classical, Yakshagana 
in Telugu can be classified as a type of Drama based on Sanskrit Upa- 
rupakas, This also reveals the fact, that Yakshagana belongs to 
Marga than Desi. 
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About the presentYakshagana Sita Kalyanam also, he has brought 
to light some new points, which are left in the introduction. Regarding 
the Text, he points out, that in this work Janaka belonged to Chandra- 
vamsa but Valmiki Ramayana clearly stated that Janaka belongs to 
Surya Vamsa. He placed this fact before the scholars for consideration 
and research. He then discusses about the origin of which is Daruvu 
frequently used in this as well as other Yakshaganas. He also describes 
the various situations in which it is used in this Yakshagana. 

He also presents to us some interesting points about Gadya- 
Kaivaram and Sutradhara. 

About the Sutradhara he has for the first time given not only 
the definition, but also his importance in both Yakshagana and Drama 
up till now. 

The subject of Yakshagana literature is studied purely from a 
historical point of view and not from a literary point of view. 

The present foreword by the present Joint Director reveals the 
fact that there is a plethora of material for an advanced literary research 
in Yakshagana and focusses the attention of scholars for a deep and 
penetrating study on classical lines on this subject. 

This is the first time, that how intensively we have to study 
Yakshagana in all its aspects to evaluate its place in the history of 
Telugu literature. In this connection I congratulate the Government 
that a Scholar of Dr. Gopalakrishnaiah's calibre is now the Joint Director 
of Government Oriental Manusrcipts Library. 

It is hoped that Scholars will take up the study on the lines of the 
foreword so as to bring about an authoritative and comprehensive History 
of Yakshagana literature in Telugu. 



Yours faithfully, 
N. VENKATA RAO. 



From : 

MANCHALA JAGANNATHA RAO, 
Sangeeta Vidwan, 
All India Radio, 
Hyderabad. 

Phone: 33848, 
Vijayanagar Colony, 
Hyderabad, 
Date: 15-4-1973. 

To : 

Vangmaya Mahadyaksha, 

Dr. VADLAMUDI GOPALAKRISHNAIAH, 

Joint Director, 

The Oriental Manuscripts Library and 

Research Institute, 

HYDERABAD. 

Dear Sir, 

Received copies of Gita Govindam, Gita Sankaram (Sanskrit) 
and Radha Vansidhar Vilas Natak (Hindi). 

It is really heartening to see the printed versions of the three 
classic operas mentioned above, the first two in Telugu and the third 
in Devanagari scripts. 

Originally Sri P. Sitapati the then Director contemplated to publish 
all the three works in Telugu script in one volume only, when he first 
contacted me. But it is really useful for the Hindi reading public and 
also appropriate that you brought out Radha Vansidhar Vilas Natak 
in Hindi and the other two in Telugu script. 

lam really astonished to read your masterly and thought provoking 
forewords to these works and the extensive research work you have 
undertaken to give Raga names to alltheslokasfor Gita Govindam and 
Gita Sankaram and include certain slokas in these works comparing 
these works with other publications and originals. 

Though I had given Ragas and Talas to astapadis suitable to render 
them musically, Gita Govindam is sung in different parts of the country 
in different ragas. It is really a great task to collect extensively, the 
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different versions (Ragas and Talas) and present them in a chart by you. 
Even in Gita Sankaram you have given a comparative chart of the orginal 
ragas and the ones used by me for the benefit of readers. 

I am greatful to you for your patience in comparing the original 
work of Radha Vansidhar Vilas Natak with my manuscript and making 
necessary corrections in the same. 

Reading public all over the country will really be indebted to you 
for the great work you are doing in the field of literature and fine arts, 
as the Joint Director, Oriental Manuscripts Library and Research 
Institute of Government of Andhra Pradesh. 

Thanking you, 

Yours Sincerely, 
M. J. RAO. 



OLD AND NEW BOOKS 

N. S. RAMASWAMY 

Two travellers in India in the last century attract attention today. 
The first was an Indian who made his journey in 1830-31, and the second 
a German in 1892-93. Dr. Paul Deussen, the second traveller, was a 
well-known scholar of Hindu philosophy, but Enugula Veeraswamy 
who has no claims to fame is virtually unknown. 

It has been given to the Andhra Pradesh Oriental Manuscripts 
Library of Hyderabad, to rescue Veeraswamy and oblivion by having 
the Telugu manuscript of his work, "Kasiyatra Charitra " rendered 
into English. Translated by Mr. P. Sithapathi already known to students 
as the author of a work on the Kalahasti temple, and by Mr. V. Purusho- 
tham, " Enugula Veeraswamy 's Journal " (Andhra Pradesh Oriental 
Manuscripts Library, Hyderabad. Rs. 15) is a valuable work. Many 
parts of the country, as it lived its life in the nineteenth century, come 
alive with remarkable clarity, I make bold to predict that this book will 
become a minor classic. 

Veeraswamy served the East India Company in Madras and retired 
a few years before he undertook the pilgrimage. He was not ill-provided 
with marks of the mint and his masters seem to have thought of him well 
enough to furnish him letters of introduction. A captain Saleeman 
flits breifly through his pages, later to become celebrated as the author 
of the delectable " Rambles and reflections " (copies of which however 
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are as rare as they do). Accompanied by his family, Veeraswamy made 
the pilgrimage in due form. 

Setting out from Madras on May 18, 1830 the pilgrim visited 
Tirupathi, Cuddapah, Srisailam, Ahobalam and Hyderabad before 
journeying through Madhya Pradesh and Uttar Pradesh. He returned 
from Varanasi passing through Calcutta, Cuttak, Puri (but not Bhubanesh- 
war or Konark), Srikakulam, Rajamundry, and Nellore, arriving in 
Madras on September, 3, 1831. 

Veeraswamy had a keen eye. He noticed some rather unexpected 
thine* for example, the geology- of the roads he passed by in his 
palanquin and the fields. nearby. He observed the condition of the crops 
the dress of the people, the appearance of hill and river. He called on 
high and low, Indian and British, and discussed where suitable, 
problems of philosophy. The book contains a drawing of Veeraswamy. 
He is dressed in the flowing robes of the Indian magnates of the day. 
He must have been an interesting personality. 

Dr. Deussen, the second of the travellers was nothing if not 
weighty, as befitted a German scholar of philosophy. He too was 
armed with introduction to the best English people on his road, and he 
often stayed with governors and residents. His book " Indian remini- 
scence " published by the House of G. A. Natesan of Madras, came my 
way during a recent dive or descent into the attics of other people's 
houses. 

Dr. Deussen surprised the natives by talking Sanskrit. Nothing 
is more moving than the eagerness with which he visited Ujjain, 
Kalidasa home. He enjoyed the felicity of rambling through the old 
city the poems and plays in hand. 

When finally Dr. Deussen and his wife left Colombo in 1893 he 
was genuinely unhappy. He relieved his feelings by writing a copy of 
verses, the first stanza of which I quote in translations. 



"* O sun of India, what have we committed. 
That we must leave three and thy children. 
Thy giant trees, thy flowers, so much befitted. 
To thy blue heaven's sky, flowing bare. " 

Dr. Deussen, I imagine, would have been pleased to read 
"The Greater Ramayana", by Dr. V. Raghavan (All-India Kashiraj 
Trust, Varanasi, Rs.25). Scholarship has by no means exahusted all the 
possibilities of the great epic. Dr. Raghavan studies the relations between 
the "Ramayana" and the other epic, the " Mahabharatha ", on the 
one hand, and on the other their impact on the " Puranas " and 
" Upapuranas". 
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Scholars will recognise that this is -a fruitful topic. The 
" Ramayana " has virtually made India in its image. It could not fail 
to have influenced the makers of other epics and tradition. In fact, 
its influence was profound and deep. No more qualified guide can be 
imagined than Dr. Raghavan. One looks forward to his work on the 
impact the epic has created in many foreign countries. 

Reprints of two volumes in the " Rulers of India " series Hastings 
and Dalhousie have come my way. It is satisfactory that Indian 
publishers are reprinting many of the Indo-Anglian classics. The series 
to which these books belong reflected as few other works did the might 
and majesty of the British Indian empire. Kalyani Publishers of Ludiana 
take credit for the two neat volumes each priced at Rs. 15. 

The Indian Experss 
22-9-1973. 

FRESH LIGHT ON YAKSHAGANA LITERATURE 

The first book under review consists of two parts, the first one 
with a 31 -page valuable and informative foreword by Kalaprapoorna 
Vagmayamahadhyaksha Dr. Vadlamudi Gopalakrishnaiahandal4page 
indtroduction by Dr. Divakarla Venkatavadhani. The second part is the 
text of * Seetha Kalyanamu ' Yakshagana Nataka in 23 pages. 

The Yakshagana is a stage performance like drama with characters 
costumes and music. As the language used in Yakshagana is classical, 
''Yakshagana" in Telugu can be classified as a type of stage drama 
based on Sanskrit Uparupakas. The present play is one among the 22 
Yukshaganas written by one of the great Maharashtrian Kings Shahaji 
who ruled Tanjore during 1684-1712 A. D. 

Dr. Divakarla in his introduction explains the poet-king's immense 
contribution to Telugu literature, his poetic genius and creativity 
and his aptitude for literary uplift. He states that over 500 Yakshaganas 
originated in Telugu first and later in other languages like Tamil, 
Kannada and Malayalam. He traces the history of Yakshagana and 
its development to 10th century A. D. 

The theme of this Yakshagana Nataka is Seetha's marriage with 
Lord Rama. Shaha Maharaj's narration of the characters, constumes 
and dialogue in the play prove his varied shcolarship and peotic 
genius. , 

Dr.Copalakrishnaiah in his thought-provoking foreword discusses 
the origin of ' Yakshagana and its development in minutest detail. 
He traces its origin from the earliest times. He also clarifies many terms- 
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giving their true connotation and has elucidated inseparable connection 
between Sangita and Sahitya. The scholar established the fact that 
Yakshagana literature in Telugu existed even beroe tenth century 
A. D., as against the popular belief that.it flourished in the time of 
Palakuriki Somanatha in twelfth Century A. D., by tracing the origin 
of the words * Yaksha ' and * Gana ' to Vedas. He also convincingly 
proves that Yakshagana is both divine and human by quoting the stories 
of Kubera and Ravana of Ramayana times. The great scholar discusses 
its origin in all its aspects to evaluate its place in the history of Telugu 
literature. 

Sringara Padwmdu : 

\ 

Here is a collection of love songs written by unknown authors. 
Dr. Gopalakrishnaiah, in his scholarly foreword opines that these verses 
numbering 68 were either written by one or more woman poets about the 
ardent sensual and romantic sentiments of three Maharashtrian kings 
of Bhosala dynasty Ekoji, Shaliaji and Sharabhoji. They were usually 
sung by the courtesans. The doctor after making a deep and penetrating 
study of the Maharashtrian kings who ruled Tanjore from 1676 A. D. 
to 1855 A. D., also feels that these verses must have been written by 
Giriraja Kavi, the courtpoet of second Shahaji. He also does not 
rule out the possibility of their authorship by the eminent woman writer 
of the lime Pasupuleti Ranga Rajamma or other woman writers. 

Dr. Goplakrishnayya fruther states like other contemporary 
kings, the Maharashtrian Kings who annexed Tanjore after 
the death of Vijaya Raghava Bhupala, patronised regional literature and 
arts in order to win admiration of their subjects. They not only 
patronised Telugu literature but also learnt Telugu like any other Andhra 
man and wrote several works in that language. The Doctor also brought 
to light many ii iterating points about the kings of Bhosala dynasty 
and clarified doubts of researches on the subject. 

Especially, the painstaking efforts of the research scholars of 
Andhra Pradesh Government Oriental Manuscripts Library and Research 
Institute are laudable in publishing these ancient works. The picture 
on the cover page amply denotes the central ideal of the amorous 
poetry. This book is a treasure-trove to the research scholars and 
literature students. 

The Deccan Chronicle 
10-8-1975. 



GLIMPSES OF THE GOLDEN AGE 

The history of the Telugu country between the 10th and the 19th 
centuries A.D., was essentially a history of growth of literature at a 
bewildering pace. It witnessed the origin, the glory and the decadence of 
Telugu Prabandha literature. The period of Sri Krishna Devaraya of 
Vijayanagar Empire (between 1509 and 1530) was the golden age of 
Prabandha literature. In the after glow of it which lasted for a century, 
was produced a literature which reflected all that was spontaneous in 
ISTature and in man, and freely followed its fancy, and Indumatee 
JParinayam was the high watermark of Prabandha poetry, artistic, deeply 
imaginative, picturesque and rich suggestively, vigorous, youthful and 
heroic; in sumit dripped with lyricism of the highest order. 

Indumatee Parinayam is a classic of four cantos. The author 
Tenali Ramabhadra Kavi, who flourished around 1570, had a genius for 
writing in the humours with a poetic excellence and absorbing story 
interest like those of Peddana, Ramaraja Bhushana, Pingali Surana and 
others. 

In the fifty Tretayuga of Vyyasvata Manavantara, there was a king 

called Dilip in Ikshvaku dynasty. His wife was Sudakshina, who gave 

birth to Raghu, the king. Raghu married three women-Kausalya, Sumi- 

tra and Kaika, who begot Rama, Bharata, Lakshmana and Satrugnna. 

JKLing Raghu remained without issue for long after marrying Gandhavati. 

He looked so distressed about it that his wife advised him to journey to 

Vasishta, the master of the family, to ask if there was any hope. Vasishta 

recommended Visvajidyagam. Then he conquered the whole world and 

distributed all his wealth among the poor, retaining only a begging bowl. 

At this stage Kaustsa, a student came to him with a request to help him so 

that he could give a gift to his teacher. Raghu was then able to get a portion 

of Kubera's wealth out of courage. The recipient of the charity blessed 

that the king have a son very soon. Accordingly, Aja was born to Raghu 

and Gandhavati. As he was born in AJA(Brahma) Muhoorta, he was 

christened Aja. He grew into a valian prince and an invincible scholar, 

and won in a Swayamvara the hand of Indiimati, the most ravishing 

beauty in the land. When he was returning to his kingdom with Indumati 

all the refused suitors challenged Raghu. King Raghu the dauntless 

hero accepted the challenge and defeated them all. This is the story, in 

a nutshell, of the book under review. Kalidasa's Raghuvamsa is the source 

of this work. 

As though fascinated by love, chivalry, religion, Mantrasastra and 
Vedic knowledge which constitute this theme, many poets like Kumara 
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Dhurjati, Karnakuri Krishnavadhani, Pantuala Brahmadeva Kavi, 
Thimmakavi, Pudipeddi Butchanna, Mutukupalli Narasimha Kavi 
adopted in it for their prabandha. 

Besides Ramabhadra Kavi's splendid work, four more books on 
Indumatee Parinayam were printed. A comparative study reveal that 
Ramabhadra Kavi's work shows the best understanding "of the Vedas. 
In his scholarly foreword to this book, Vangmaya Mahadhyaksha 
Dr. Vadlamudi Gopalakrishnaiah, 'Kala-Prapoorna', expatiates upon the 
multifarious secrets of the Vedic knowledge embedded in this book. 
All the scholars were of the opinion that Aja was only a normal king 
until Dr. Gopalakrishnaiah interpreted in a new theory that Aja was a 
Muhoorta related to Paramhamsa i.e., Aja Muhoorta or Brahma 
Muhoorta. Similarly, he has propunded the theory that Indumati was 
endowed with super human power of the moon. 



In the battle that followed the marriage of Indumati, Aja admi- 
nistered Sammohanastra to the hordes of rival kings. Dr. Gopala- 
krishnaiah has made a sensational recitation in his foreword that the 
author Ramabhadra Kavi did not properly understand Sammohanastra 
and variations on it. Dr. Gopalakrishnaiah further quoting from 
Kalidasa's Raghu Vamsa, has explained the significance of diction in 
that classic and inner meanings of the words and phrases. The 
Doctor has thus proved that Kalidasa was an eminent Vedic scholar, 
and that his works like Raghu Vamsa, Kumarasambhava, Meghasandesa 
had, contrary to the thinking of many scholars, many levels of 
meaning. 

As Dr. Divakarla Vcnkatavadhani once said, the Government 
would do well to entrust the work of republishing of Kalidasa's works 
with Dr. Gopalakrishnaiah's comments on Sleshardhas (double meanings) 
the renowned Kalidasa critic, Mallipandha Suri, had failed to point to 
them. It may be mentioned here that the Chief Minister, Mr. J. Vengala 
Rao, deserves to be congratulated on making the Oriental Manuscripts 
Library and Research Institute a separate Directorate to serve the library 
world in a better and efficient way. 

While describing the genealogical tree of Krishna Bhupala, to 

whom the book was dedicated, the author Ramabhadra Kavi said that the 

Sudras were born from the underpart of Lord Vishnu's feet. Referring 

to his episode, Dr. Gopalakrishnaiah pooh-poohs the caste system 

today. He lashes out at the advocates of caste system and proves in- 

contravertibly from his regular researches that the system is bunkum. 

Dr. Gopalakrishnaiah admires the policy of Government of India on 

social equality and points out that it is only natural that there 

should be no discrimination between one citizen and another on grounds 

of religion, race, caste, sex or place of birth. 
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Dr. Gopalakrishnaiah, the present Director of Oriental Manu- 
scripts Library and Research Institute who is also a master of Bandha Kavita 
and discovered a new verse in Indumatee Parinayam written in Bandha 
Kavita and included it in his foreword with coloured illustrations. He 
has proved it to be a rare Tridala Charnpitka Bandha of which had been 
erroneously considered by ancient and modern poets as Chaturdal Padma 
Bandha. To illustrate his theory he has proved that Tridala Champaka 
Bandha of Ramabhadra Kavi could not be fitted into Chaturdala Padma 
Bandha. 



Ramakotaiah. 
(Deccan Chronicle) 
Dt. 14-9-1975 
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